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In a galling act of pandering to our greatest ally, the State Department has now banned funding for groups 
that participate in the BDS movement, a Palestinian lead movement to boycott and sanction Israel for its 
human rights violations. Many international and human rights groups have criticized the apartheid nature of 
the Israeli state, as well its imperialism, foreign lobbying and militarism towards Palestinians. One could of 
course quibble with the BDS movement or with Israel, but one cannot defend the idea of punishing America 
businesses who exercise their right to do work with groups they support. This proves that America First really 
means Israel First and capitalism is in the service of the powerful. We are always told that criticism of Israel 
is not antisemitic, only be to told that acting on that criticism is antisemitic. The BDS movement responded to 
the alliance between Trump and Netanyahu as fanaticism of the highest order; and they're not wrong. 
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